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Middle School plans revealed
The architect’s rendering above is looking from the tennis court parking lot toward the cafeteria (first floor) and library/media 
center (second floor). 

“Wow!” 
“Look at all those windows.”
“Hey, that’s going to kind of match 

the Sixth Grade Center.”
“I can’t wait.” 
Individuals shared these comments 

after the plans (above and page 2) for 
Waynesville Middle School’s academic 
wing were revealed on Thursday, Aug. 
25.  

“The best part of this project is that 
students will remain in their current 

facility during construction,” said Dr. 
Chris Berger, assistant superintendent 
of operational services. “Other than 
removing the old trailers and tearing 
down the metal building, everything 
will remain intact.” 

Construction on Phase 1 of the 
middle school project is scheduled to 
begin this fall. Phase 1 – also known as 
the academic wing – will include state-
of-the-art labs and classrooms, a new 
cafeteria and a library/media center. 

The project also 
includes working 
with the City of 
Waynesville to 
improve Mitchell 
Creek, removing 
the temporary 
classrooms (1999 
models) and the 
old metal sports 
building in the 
back. 

The project is 
expected to cost 
about $20 million 

and be completed in July 2018. 
The project will be funded entirely 

by federal B-2 Heavily Impacted Aid 
Funds that the district has saved for 
years for this purpose. B2 provides 
an average $8.5 million annually to 
the Waynesville R-VI School District, 
which pays for construction projects 
and maintenance and upkeep of existing 
facilities. 

 “While virtually every other district 
in the state has to pass a bond to build 
a facility this size, we are fortunate to 
have federal B2 funds to pay for this 
academic wing,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. 

In contrast to the current middle 
school, the architect’s rendering features 
multiple windows to capture more 
natural light – a universal theme that 
emerged when architects Dickinson 
Hussman of St. Louis conducted 
interviews of students and staff about 
what they wanted in a new academic 
wing. A majority of the school’s current 
classrooms do not have natural light. 

Continued on page 2



Middle School
Continued from page 1

“Studies of both employees and 
students reveal that individuals 
perform better when there is 
natural light,” Henry said. “We all 
look forward to having a brighter 
and safer, more energy efficient 
facility for our students.”

The timing is critical, given 
the Army’s emphasis on 
education of soldier’s 
children. 

“I have listened to 
dozens of experts over 
the past two years make 
consistent comments 
regarding the importance 
education will play 
in an upcoming Base 
Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) round, which 
indicates that facilities 
will play a key role in 
this process, as will the 
performance of students,” 
Henry said. “Quality 
school facilities will be a 
key factor in maintaining 

and growing Fort Leonard 
Wood.” 

As part of the project, the 
school district will work with the 
City of Waynesville to improve 
the bed of Mitchell Creek on its 
property.

“We hope to help minimize 
the impact of future flooding for 
ourselves and our neighbors,” 
Henry said. “The scope of this 
project is such that everyone in 
this community will ultimately 
benefit.” 

To view a slide show about 
the project, please go to the 
middle school’s website and 
click on About Us and click 
on the Construction Power 
Point video or click on http://
www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
cms/lib07/MO01910216/
Centricity/Domain/1509/
Power%20point%20WMDS%20
TRADITIONAL%20Aug%20
2016%20version%209.pdf
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National Educational Leader Dr. Willard “Bill” Daggett inspired Waynesville 
R-VI teachers and staff with his message of preparing students for college and 
career readiness through rigorous and relevant instruction on Thursday.

Daggett was the keynote speaker for the opening session on Aug. 11 – the 
first day back for teachers.

The most rapidly improving schools “put the future of our children in front of 
what adults are comfortable with,” Daggett said.

For the past three years, the Waynesville R-VI School District has improved 
student learning as measured through the state’s Annual Performance Report, 
scoring a 96.8% for the 2014-15 school year, the most recent year for which 
data is available.

“Dr. Daggett only agreed to come to Waynesville because of our measured 
growth in student learning over the past three years and our culture of being on 
the cutting edge of education,” said Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent.   “As a 
national leader, he helps schools like ours that are already moving in the right 
direction continue to become even more rigorous and relevant.”

Daggett leads the International Center for Leadership in Education.  The 
company’s website states, “Our mission is to challenge, inspire, and equip 
today’s educators – both teachers and leaders – to prepare our students for 

lifelong success. 
We do this by 
identifying 
innovative practices 
from across the 
country, ensuring 
those practices 
make a positive 
impact on student 
learning, sharing 
those successful 
practices with 
educators through 
our conferences 
and keynote 
presentations, and 
helping schools 

bring them to scale with 
professional learning 
opportunities and hands-on 
consultation. At the heart 
of all we do is our proven 
philosophy that the entire 
system must be aligned 
around instructional 
excellence – rooted in 
rigor, relevance, and 
relationships – to ensure 
every student is prepared 
for a successful future.”

Top and bottom: National Educational Leader Dr. Bill Daggett speaks to Waynesville R-VI faculty on their first day back. Center: 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent of instructional services, and Dr. Bill Daggett of the 
International Center for Leadership in Education.

National educational leader Daggett inspires 
teachers to increase rigor, relevance



Waynesville 
High School 
cheerleaders 
helped create 
an energized 
atmosphere for 
Convocation 
on Aug. 16. 
Convocation 
is the annual 
welcome-back 
meeting for all 
Waynesville R-VI 
faculty and staff. 



    The Waynesville R-VI School District now 
offers MySchoolBucks, a convenient online 
service that allows parents to securely pay for their 
student’s meals online using a credit or debit card.
Parents can:
    - Set Up Automatic Recurring Payments
    - Track & Review Meal History
    - Create Low Balance Alerts
    - Make Payments with the Mobile App
    - And More…
    MySchoolBucks – the Waynesville R-VI School 
District’s new online meal payment system – 
is free to use to look up a student’s balances/
transaction history/etc.; however, a $2 payment 
processing fee is charged for making an online 
payment with MySchoolBucks.
    In the former system, a .29 cents fee plus 
2.9% of the amount of the transaction was 
charged.  MySchoolBucks charges a flat $2.00 
fee, regardless of the amount. Parents may avoid 
paying the fee by sending in a check to their 
student’s school.
    Debit and credit card companies charge a 
payment processing fee for payments made online, 
but many businesses absorb that cost. Waynesville 
R-VI serves about 1 million meals annually and 
spends about $1 million more than it receives in 
income from students and commodities without 
the additional payment processing fee.
    Parents may sign up and register for their 
account at https://www.MySchoolBucks.com.
    More information is available at https://www.
MySchoolBucks.com | (855) 832-5226

Buses are parked along the City Route near the boys soccer field while construction continues at the Transportation Office, 
also known as the bus barn.   

Waynesville students, including elementary, middle and high school 
levels, are being offered more food choices than ever through a partnership 
with Opaa! Food Management, which is providing school meals to 
Waynesville students this year.  

Opaa! is a family owned and operated company, providing professional 
food services to more than 180 K-12 schools.

Multiple entrée items will be offered daily for both breakfast and lunch 
allowing students to choose the items they will enjoy. Students also will 
have access to a fresh fruit and vegetable bar daily, allowing them to select 
from a variety of options. Opaa!’s practice is to encourage students to 
“Take What They Will Eat and Eat What They Take” from the fresh fruit 
and vegetable choices available on the bar.

Opaa! will provide printed menus each month, and the ability to access 
menus online at www.opaamenus.com and on the Waynesville R-VI 
School District website. The monthly menus will provide choices available 
daily as well as icons to identify items such as “Farm Fresh” when in 
season, homemade, items containing peanuts and items containing pork.   
These identifiers will allow parents to talk with their children about their 
choices for the day.

In 2012, the United States Department of Agriculture required school 
districts across the nation to begin implementation of the “Healthy Hunger 
Free Kids Act of 2012” (HHFKA). While this regulation is challenging, 
Opaa! welcomes the opportunity to meet those challenges by providing 
a variety of foods that not only taste delicious; but, are also nutritious.  
Opaa! takes great pride in balancing student preferences while meeting all 
USDA requirements.

“We look forward to an exciting and fun filled school year ahead in 
Waynesville R-VI, and encourage you to take the opportunity to join your 
students for breakfast or lunch to check out the nutrition program,” says 
Karen Wracher, the director of nutrition services for OPAA.

To contact Karen Wracher call 573-842-2025, ext. 2025.

MySchoolBucks allows 
parents to pay for school 
meals online

Opaa! serves up breakfast, 
lunch in Waynesville Schools



EAST ELEMENTARY
Cara Kelley, Natasha Schaeffer, Ashley Day, Mary Beth Amsler, Marita Loidl, 
second row, Becky Holton, Kelsey Dethrow, Kelly Sturtz, Clara Mitchell and 
Michele White. Not pictured is Hollie Miller.

THAYER ELEMENTARY
Trey Barrow, Leah Johnson and Donna 
“Kaye” Phillips.

WILLIAMS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Kimberly Symolon, Carol Banks and 
Stephanie Allnutt. Not pictured is Molinda 
Mitchell.

PICK 
EDUCATIONAL 
AND VOLUNTEER 
FACILITY
Chris Kramer.  Not 
pictured is Todd 
Whalen.

WAYNESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Patrick Brooks, Jake Kloeppel, Alyssa Manning, Megan Callis, second 
row, Michael Clutts, Tom Gramates, Eric Beal and Sam Callis. Not pictured 
are Kevin Mabie, and Elizabeth Pogue from Waynesville High School and 
Heather Trusty from Waynesville Career Center.

Welcome aboard to our new certified staff ... 

 WAYNESVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Josh Wiltfong, Richard Driscoll and Kameron 
Maddy. Not pictured  are Cory Ace and Robert 
Crabtree.



WAYNESVILLE SIXTH GRADE CENTER
Madeline Holtzman, Krista Madden, Megan Webster, 
second row, Emily Trucks, Tiffany Passero and Amy Davis.

WOOD ELEMENTARY
Rachel Jacobs, Tiffany Ackerman, Dena Rhynalds, second 
row, Betsy Griffin, Kelli Nelson and Janeen Giagnocavo. Not 
pictured are Carey Drehle and Meagan Trask.

FREEDOM ELEMENTARY
Tamara Caraker, Alton Randolph, Kaitlin Vogel, second 
row, Katlyn Curtis, Natasha McDuffie and Jolene Persoon.  
Not pictured Amanda Burton, Kelli Pirtle, Darin Sidwell and 
Melissa Childs.

    Club TIGER is being offered at Freedom Elementary, 
Waynesville Middle School and Waynesville High School 
again this year. 
    Club TIGER enrollment forms and additional information 
related to Club TIGER are available at each school.  
Enrollment forms from the 2015-16 school year will not carry 
over, and all participants will need to complete a new form for 
the current school year.
    Freedom Club TIGER will carry an annual enrollment fee 
and weekly participation fee for students.  The fee schedule is 
based on lunch status:
     Annual Enrollment Fee: $30.00
    Full- $50.00
    Reduced- $40.00
    Free- $30.00
    Waynesville Middle School Club TIGER will carry a 
quarterly participation fee for students. The fee schedule is also 
based on lunch status:
    Full- $30.00
    Reduced- $20.00
    Free- $10.00
    There is no fee associated with WHS Club TIGER.  Student 
enrollment forms for WHS Club TIGER are also required for 
participation. 
    Transportation will be available for all students participating 
in Club TIGER at Waynesville Middle School and Waynesville 
High School.

Club TIGER enrollment 
info, prices announced

Want to catch the 
latest tweets from 
the district? 
Follow WayTigerPR.

Want the latest 
tweets from 
Athletics?
Follow Waynesville 
Athletic @
WvilleSports.



The Waynesville High School 
Guidance Department will host its 
annual College Career Night program 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
7, 2016, in the high school gymnasium.

Representatives from colleges, 
technical schools, military and various 
other organizations will be available 
to talk with students and parents 
concerning programs, financial aid, 
entrance requirements, and other 
pertinent information. 

College representatives are asking 
all juniors and seniors who plan to 
attend to pre-register for the college/
career night at www.gotocollegefairs.
com.  Students and parents from the 
following high schools are invited to 
attend: Waynesville, Crocker, Richland, 
Laquey, Newburg, Iberia, Dixon and 
Plato.

The first day of school can be a 
bit overwhelming for kindergarten 
through second graders, but Fort 
Leonard Wood’s 31st Engineer 
Battalion made it a piece of cake 
for students at East Elementary. 
They volunteered to help greet 
students, help them get their 
breakfast and get to the correct 
classroom on Aug. 17. The 31st 
Engineer Battalion is the Partner 
In Education for East Elementary.  
Parents and staff also helped 
students get to class to kick off a 
great start to the 2016-17 School 
Year.

Waynesville Sixth Grade Center held its Meet the Teacher Night 
on Aug. 16. In addition to meeting their teachers and other staff 
members, families participated in a scavenger hunt, completed 
paperwork, ate dessert in the cafeteria and learned about LEAD 
teams at the school.

WHS to host 
College Career 
Night Sept. 7

Soldiers lend 
East students 
a helping hand

Waynesville 
currently 
has 9 of its 
high school 
graduates at 
West Point.


